
December 23, 2024 

 

Yannick Debaupte 

2223 W. Lake Sammamish Pkwy NE 

Redmond, Washington  98052 

 

RE: Critical Areas Report - Parcels #628235 & #118235 

Kittitas County, Washington 

 SWC Job #24-181 

 

Dear Yannick,  

 

This report describes our observations and delineation of any 

jurisdictional wetlands or streams on Parcels #628235 & #118235, 

located off Snowshoe Lane in the Gold Creek area of unincorporated 

Kittitas County, Washington (the “site”).    

 

 
Above: Vicinity map of the site. 
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The site consists of two abutting parcels with an overall area of 

approximately 0.55 acres and located within a portion of Sections 11, 

Township 22 North, Range 11 East of the W.M. 

 

 
Above: Kittitas County Taxsifter aerial image of the site. 

 
METHODOLOGY 

 

Ed Sewall of Sewall Wetland Consulting, Inc. inspected the site on 

December 5, 2024.   The site was reviewed using methodology described 

in the Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland 

Delineation Manual: Arid West Region (Version 2.0) (USACOE 

September 2008) as required by the US Army Corps of Engineers starting 

in June of 2009.   This is the methodology currently recognized by 

Kittitas County for wetland determinations and delineations.  The site 

was also reviewed using methodology described in Soil colors were 
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identified using the 1990 Edited and Revised Edition of the Munsell Soil 

Color Charts (Kollmorgen Instruments Corp. 1990.  

 

Wetlands in Kittitas County are rated using the 2014 Washington State 

Department of Ecology Washington State Wetland Rating System for 

Eastern Washington, 2014 Update, dated June 2014 Publication No. 14-

06-018.      

 

 
OBSERVATIONS 

 

Existing Site Documentation. 

 

Prior to visiting the site, a review of several natural resource inventory 

maps was conducted.  Resources reviewed included the Kittitas Taxsifter 

website, National Wetland Inventory Map, WDNR Fpars Stream Typing 

Map, Kittitas County flood & critical areas mapping, WDFW Priority 

Habitats and Species Maps, and the NRCS Soil Survey online mapping 

and Data.   

 
Kittitas Taxsifter Website 

 

The Kittitas Taxsifter website with streams, wetland and Shoreline layers 

activated depicts Gold Creek Pond to the south as a Shoreline of the 

state.  The site is located within the “Shoreline Residential” zone. 
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Above: Kittitas County Taxsifter with wetland, stream and Shoreline layers 

activated. 

 
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) 

 

The NWI map depicts no wetlands or streams on the site.  Gold Creek 

Pond is depicted as a lacustrine, unconsolidated excavated feature. 

 

  



Debaupte/#24-181 

Sewall Wetland Consulting, Inc. 

December 23, 2024 

Page 5 

 

  

 

 
Above: NWI map of the area of the site 

Soil Survey 

 

According to the NRCS Soil Mapper website, the site is mapped as 

containing moderately well drained Cryorthents cobbly ashy loam.  

Cryorthent soils are formed in alluvium with some volcanic ash.  

Cryorthent soils are not considered "hydric" or wetland soils according to 

the publication Hydric Soils of the United States (USDA NTCHS Pub 

No.1491, 1991). 
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Above: NRCS soil map of the site. 

 
WADNR FPARS website 

 

According to the WADNR FPARS website with stream types layers 

activated, Gold Creek Pond is depicted as a Type S water.    
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Above: WDNR Fpars Stream Mapping of the area of the site. 

 

 
WDFW Priority Habitats Maps 

 

According to the WDFW Priority Habitat Website with Public access 

layers activated, the site is located within the Township in which the 

northern spotted owl and gray wolf are known to exist.  The site is also 

located within a “biodiversity corridor” which is a travel corridor for many 

wildlife species.    
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Above: WDFW Priority Habitats Map of the site.      

 

 
Field observations 

 

The site consists of two abutting forested lots vegetated with a mix of 

mountain hemlock, silver fir and douglas fir with vine maple, huckleberry 

and bracken fern in the understory.  The site is abutted by Snowshoe 

Lane to the north, single family lots to the east, Gold Creek Pond and its 

associated walking trail to the south, and a stormwater outflow channel 

to the west.  

 

Soil pits excavated on the site revealed a very cobbly loam with a 2” layer 

of duff over a cobbly loam with a color of 10YR 3/3.   
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No areas meeting the criteria of a wetland or stream were found on the 

site.   

 

Off-site Critical Areas 

 

As previously described, Gold Creek Pond is located south of the site.  

Gold Creek pond is an old excavated borrow pit that was used during the 

construction of Interstate 90 many years ago.  Gold Creek Pond is 

identified as a Type S water.  The ordinary high water mark of the pond 

was located with gps points 333-342.  At point 342 a drainage from a 

storm water outfall is located and drains into the lake.   

 

 
Above: Mapping of Type S water and associated 100’ buffer. 

 

Gold Creek Pond is mapped as a Shoreline of the State or Type S water.  

Shoreline waters buffers are based upon KCC Table 17B.05.50-1.  

According to this table Type S waters in the Shoreline Residential Zone 

have a 100’ buffer measured from the OHWM.  An additional 15’ BSBL is 

measured to any structure.   
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If you have any questions in regards to this report or need additional 

information, please feel free to contact me at (253) 859-0515 or at 

esewall@sewallwc.com . 

 

Sincerely, 

Sewall  Wetland Consulting, Inc. 

 
Ed Sewall 

Senior Wetlands Ecologist PWS #212 

 

Attached: Data sheets 
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Project/Site: 

WETLAND DETERMINATION 

City/County: 

Applicant/Owner: 

Investigator(s): 

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc . ) : . 

Subregion ( L R R ) : 

Soil Map Unit Name: . c 
Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this; time of year? Y e s 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology 

significantly disturbed? 

naturally problematic? 

DATA FORM - Arid West Region 

pt->t~~frKj Cc> S a m p | i n g D a t e : 

A~~ Sampling Point: State: OP**-/ 

Lat: 

Section, Township, Range: 

Local relief (concave, convex, none): . 

Long: 

NWI classification: 

_ Slope ( % ) : . 

Datum: 

No (If no, explain in Remarks. ) 

Are "Normal Circumstances" present? Y e s . 

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - Attach site map knowing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

Hvdrophytic Veaetation Present? Y e s N 

Hydric Soil Present? Y e s N 

Wetland Hydrology Present? Y e s N 

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland? Y e s No 

Remarks: 

VEGETATION - Use scientific names of plants, 

Tree Stratum (Plot s i z e : . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Absolute 
% Cover 

Dominant Indicator 
Species? Status 

Sapling/Shrub Stratum (Plot s i z e : . 

Herb Stratum (Plot s i z e : . 

1 . 

2. 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

= Total Cover 

= Total Cover 

Woody Vine Stratum (Plot size: 

1 . 

2. 

= Total Cover 

: Total Cover 

% Bare Ground in Herb Stratum % Coven of Biotic Crust 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or F A C : 

Total Number of Dominant 
Species Across All Strata: 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or F A C : 

(A) 

(B) 

(A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

Total % Cover of: 

OBL species 

FACW species 

F A C species 

F A C U species 

UPL species 

Column Totals: 

Multiply bv: 

x 1 = 

x 2 = 

x 3 = 

x 4 = 

x 5 = 

(A) (B) 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

Dominance Test is >50% 

Prevalence Index is S3.0 1 

Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet) 

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present? Y e s No 

Remarks: 

U S Army Corps of Engineers Arid West - Version 2.0 



SOIL Sampling Point: 

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to 

Depth Matrix 
(inches) Color (moist) % Color (moist) 

document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.) 

Redox Features 
Texture % Type 1 Loc 2 Remarks 

9 s U 

Type: C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matiix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains. 'Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: (Applicable to all 

Histosol (A1) 
Histic Epipedon (A2) 

Black Histic (A3) 

Hydrogen Sulfide (A4) 
Stratified Layers (A5) (LRR C) 
1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR D) 

Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11) 
Thick Dark Surface (A12) 

Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) 

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) 

L R R s , unless otherwise noted.) 

Sandy Redox (S5) 

Stripped Matrix (S6) 
Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) 

Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2) 
Depleted Matrix (F3) 
Redo>: Dark Surface (F6) 
Depleted Dark Surface (F7) 
Redo>: Depressions (F8) 
Vernal Pools (F9) 

Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils : 

1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR C) 

2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR B) 
Reduced Vertic (F18) 

Red Parent Material (TF2) 
Other (Explain in Remarks) 

indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 
wetland hydrology must be present, 
unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if present): 

Type: 

Depth (inches): Hydric Soil Present? Y e s . No 

Remarks: 

HYDROLOGY 
Wetland Hydrology Indicators: 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required: check all thai apply) 

Surface Water (A1) 

High Water Table (A2) 

Saturation (A3) 

Water Marks (B1) (Nonriverine) 

Sediment Deposits (B2) (Nonriverine) 

Drift Deposits (B3) (Nonriverine) 

Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7) 

Water-Stained Leaves (B9) 

Secondary Indicators (2 or more required) 

Water Marks (B1) (Riverine) 

Sediment Deposits (B2) (Riverine) 

Drift Deposits (B3) (Riverine) 

Drainage Patterns (B10) 

Salt Crust (B11) 

Biot icCrust (B12) 

Aqujt ic Invertebrates (B13) 

Hydrjgen Sulfide Odor (C1) 

Oxid zed Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3) Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

Presence of Reduced Iron (C4) Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6) Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

Thin Muck Surface (C7) Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

Othef (Explain in Remarks) FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

No ^/Qi 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Y e s . 

Water Table Present? Y e s . 

Saturation Present? Y e s . 
(includes capillary fringe) 

eplh 

epth 

No Depth 

i ( inches) : . 

i ( inches) : . 

i (inches): _ Wetland Hydrology Present? Y e s . No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

Remarks: 

U S Army Corps of Engineers Arid West - Version 2.0 



Project/Site: 

Applicant/Owner: 

Investigator(s): _ 

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Arid West Region 

City/County: |*;t"iM*r Co Sampling Date: . ' ^ ' I Ul f 
Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): 

Subregion ( L R R ) : 

Soil Map Unit Name: 

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology 

Are Vegetation , Soil , or Hydrology 

time of year? Y e s . 

s gnificantly disturbed? 

naturally problematic? 

State: Sampling Point: 

Lat: 

Section, Township, Range: 

Local relief (concave, convex, none): 

Long: 

NWI classification: 

_ Slope (%) : 

Datum: 

(If no, explain in Remarks. ) 

Are "Normal Circumstances" present? Y e s . 

(If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.) 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

HydroDhvtic Veaetation Present? Y e s N( 

Hydric Soil Present? Y e s Ni 

Wetland Hvdroloav Present? Y e s N( 

Is the Sampled Area 

within a Wetland? Y e s No 

Remarks: 

VEGETATION - Use scientific names of plants 

Tree Stratum (Plot s i ze : . 

1 . . 

2 . . 

3 . . 

4. 

Absolute Dominant Indicator 
% Cover Species? Status 

Sapling/Shrub Stratum (Plot size: 

2. 

= Total Cover 

- 2 ^ 

Herb Stratum (Plot size: 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Woody Vine Stratum (Plot size: 

1 . 

2. 

% Bare Ground in Herb Stratum. % Cover 

: Total Cover 

= Total Cover 

= Total Cover 

of Biotic Crust 

Dominance Test worksheet: 

Number of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or F A C : 

Total Number of Dominant 
Species Across All Strata: 

Percent of Dominant Species 
That Are OBL, FACW, or F A C : 13 

(A) 

(B) 

(A/B) 

Prevalence Index worksheet: 

Total % Cover of: _ 

OBL species 

F A C W species 

F A C species 

F A C U species 

UPL species 

Column Totals: 

Multiply by: 

x 1 = . 

x 2 = . 

x 3 = 

x 4 = . 

x 5 = . 

(A) . (B) 

Prevalence Index = B/A = 

Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators: 

Dominance Test is >50% 

Prevalence Index is S3.0 1 

Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting 
data in Remarks or on a separate sheet) 

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain) 

Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must 
be present, unless disturbed or problematic. 

Hydrophytic 
Vegetation 
Present? Yes No 

Remarks: 

US Army Corps of Engineers Arid West - Version 2.0 



SOIL SamDlina Point: ^ ^ ^ " Z . 

Profile Description: (Describe to the depth needed to 

DeDth Matrix 

document the indicator or confirm 

Redox Features 

the absence of indicators.) 

Texture Remarks (inches) Color (moist) % Color (moi it) % Type 1 Loc 2 

the absence of indicators.) 

Texture Remarks 

r 

1 Type: C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Mat rix, CS=Covered or Coated Sand Grains. 'Location: PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix. 
Hydric Soil Indicators: (Applicable to all L R R s , unless 

Histosol (A1) Sand; 
Histic Epipedon (A2) Stripp 

Black Histic (A3) Loam 
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4) Loam 
Stratified Layers (A5) (LRR C) Deple 

1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR D) Redo: 
Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11) Deple 
Thick Dark Surface (A12) Redo 

_ Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) Vema 

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) 

otherwise noted.) indicators for Problematic Hydric Soi ls 3 : 

I Redox (S5) 1 cm Muck (A9) (LRR C) 

ed Matrix (S6) 2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR B) 

i Mucky Mineral (F1) Reduced Vertic (F18) 
1 Gleyed Matrix (F2) Red Parent Material (TF2) 
ted Matrix (F3) Other (Explain in Remarks) 

K Dark Surface (F6) 
led Dark Surface (F7) 

; Depressions (F8) indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and 
1 Pools (F9) wetland hydrology must be present, 

unless disturbed or problematic. 

Restrictive Layer (if present): 

Type: 

Deoth (inches): Hvdric Soil Present? Y e s No 

Remarks: 

HYDROLOGY 
Wetland Hydrology Indicators: 

Primary Indicators (minimum of one required: check all that aPPlv) 

Surface Water (A1) 

High Water Table (A2) 

Saturation (A3) 

Water Marks ( B 1 ) (Nonriverine) 

Sediment Deposits (B2) (Nonriverine) 

Drift Deposits (B3) (Nonriverine) 

Surface Soil Cracks (B6) 

Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7) 

Water-Stained Leaves (B9) 

S a l t p r u s t ( B 1 1 ) 

Biot ioCrust(B12) 

Aquiitic Invertebrates (B13) 

Hydrt>gen Sulfide Odor (C1) 

Oxid zed Rhizospheres along Living Roots (C3) 

Pressnce of Reduced Iron (C4) 

Recemt Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6) 

Thin Muck Surface (C7) 

Othe|r (Explain in Remarks) 

Secondary Indicators (2 or more required) 

Water Marks (B1) (Riverine) 

Sediment Deposits (B2) (Riverine) 

Drift Deposits (B3) (Riverine) 

Drainage Patterns (B10) 

Dry-Season Water Table (C2) 

Crayfish Burrows (C8) 

Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9) 

Shallow Aquitard (D3) 

FAC-Neutral Test (D5) 

Field Observations: 

Surface Water Present? Y e s . 

Water Table Present? Y e s . 

Saturation Present? Y e s _ 
(includes capillary fringe) 

i (inches) 

i (inches): 

i (inches): Wetland Hydrology Present? Y e s . No 

Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, ajerial photos, previous inspections), if available 

Remarks: 

U S Army Corps of Engineers Arid West - Version 2.0 
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